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Plymouth Monthly Meeting sends greetings to Friends of Abington Quarter and Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. As we write this 2026 annual letter during these challenging times to our Friends around the Yearly Meeting, we are mindful of how encouraging it is to know we are a part of a wider faith community. 
We at Plymouth gather for worship each week on Firstday, Wednesday evening and again with our school (Plymouth Meeting Friends School) on Thursday morning. Worship is often a covered silence with one or two vocal ministries shared. Our new attenders have returned to worship with us because of their experience of our worship. 
Plymouth Monthly Meeting has an active membership of about 30 members and attenders. Our active members have remained steady for the last several years with the loss of members due to death or moving away balanced by the addition of a member and or the regular attendance of an attender. Our average age however inches up year over year. Sadly, our times of worship only occasionally have children attending. We are actively seeking to understand how to be a community that is welcoming and nurturing to children and their families. 
With the small membership, we are grateful for the sharing of the responsibilities and ministries required for the administration of a Monthly Meeting, the care of our members and our Friends School, and the support of the care and concerns of the world.  We are grateful to be financially sound to be able to support our members and attenders as well as the physical facilities that provide a home for our faith community to unfold its many activities. 
At our Annual Meeting during 1st Month the following three queries were considered. The summary of the discernment provides a sense of our Monthly Meeting and its focus for the coming year.      
· What helps you to feel a part of the faith community? 
· What would draw us together as a community? 
· What will you be doing this coming year as a beloved part of this community?
Those gathered considered these queries from their own experience of being a part of the community. As each person was opened to sharing, we listened to the breadth of reflections that the gathered group offered. These offerings are summarized here. There was no attempt to definitively answer these questions. What was gathered was the discernment of the moment as the Spirit led those gathered. 


What helps you to feel a part of the faith community? 
Friends expressed that they felt a part of the community when they experienced the Divine Spirit through personal connections with Plymouth members and attenders. Such experience causes the trials of the world to be set to the side, at least for the moment. The affirmation felt when there is a recognition by the community of personal gifts (spiritual, skill, organizational or pastoral) created a place of belonging in the Meeting. The bond to the community grew as one is asked to take on responsibility and then being held accountable for doing what is being asked in the use of one’s personal gifts. Appreciation for the support shown for work of personal ministries outside of the Meeting and for struggling to address seemingly impossible challenges such as the many needs in worship and of our school. 
What would draw us together as a community? 
Using times of sharing such as in Business Meeting, Friendly Fourth, spiritual discussions and other opportunities yet to be created, to corporately understand the needs of our community. To use these times of sharing to understand the rich variety of ministries that our members and attenders are engaged in. 
By being together in a variety of settings with a variety of meeting members we grow the awareness, understanding and trust of one another as we do the work of the Meeting, and that of our school, and ministries to the wider world.  
What will I be doing this coming year as beloved part of this community?
There is a desire by those gathered to be more open to sharing spirituality (how one experiences the Divine). A desire to share the portion of Light given and to understand its expression through the lives of others in the community. 
Friends shared their individual leadings such as being the representative to the Yearly Meeting and bring back an understanding of the activities, challenges and witnesses that are occurring. Continuing in the leadings that have been unfolding such as, Right Relationship with Indigenous Peoples, the care of the creation in the Arboretum project and Green Minute. 
Those attending lifted up the importance of the opportunities of hospitality (School activities, Music Circle, memorials…) that the Meeting creates for our school and the wider community. There have been numerous activities in the last year to create opportunities with school families and staff. This desire to be creative in inviting people of the school community to experience and become a part of our faith community will continue. New ways of taking the light of the Meeting from under a basket out into the world will be sought, for example to Township fairs. 


As the new year opens, Plymouth seeks to use this discernment to guide us into the opportunities that await us. We are living in challenging times. It is in our humanness in addressing these challenges that God meets us, teaches us, heals us and draws us forth as a faithful community. We trust that the coming year will continue to open us and make us tender to the needs of our community and the world beyond. 
Our blessings to Friends both near and far,
David Miller – Recording Clerk for Annual Meeting 
