Delaware Tribe of Indians Lenape Language Preservation Project
 Lenape is an eastern Algonquian language originally spoken in eastern Pennsylvania, southeastern New York, all of New Jersey, and northern Delaware. In 1997 Planning Grant from the ANA (Administration for Native Americans). To do a survey of tribal members concerning their interest in learning the Lenape language. Respondents stated that a total of 2,154 people would be interested in learning the Lenape language. In 2002 the Lenape Language Preservation Project received a grant from the National Science Foundation to produce a database built to create a Lenape Talking Dictionary. Much of the funding went to digitizing and preserving existing audiotapes of native speakers (such as Nora Thompson Dean) of Lenape. In 2010 a grant from National Science Foundation was obtained to make improvements to the existing Talking Dictionary. Newer features were added such as the ability to search for words by entering the Lenape word or portion of a word. The “Lenape Talking Dictionary” provides an extensive searchable dictionary of Lenape words, sentences, stories, grammar, songs, and lessons spoken by a number of native speakers of Lenape. Some recordings were made as early as 1928 and more in 1937. 
The dictionary is central to the tribe’s revitalization of the Lenape language within the tribe. Language is one of the central tenets of reclaiming sovereignty for indigenous peoples. The dictionary is a vital resource used throughout the tribal community; Newsletter, children’s programs, Cultural education department activities …. . Outside of the tribal community the dictionary is an educational window for the wider nonnative community to learn about the Lenape people. 
Visit the dictionary at www.talk-lenape.org. 


